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*Selected Passages:
Grade 1 – Books of the Bible; Psalm 23; Model Prayer–Matthew 6:9-13 (prayer only);
John 3:16-17; Fruit of the Spirit–Galatians 5:22-23
Grade 2 – OT Books; NT Library; Ten Commandments–Exodus 20:3-17 (excerpts only); Psalm 1;
Beatitudes–Matthew 5:3-12; Twelve Apostles–Luke 6:14-16 (names only);
Armor of God–Ephesians 6:13-17.
Grade 3 – OT & NT Bible Library; Psalm 98; Great Commission–Matthew 28:18-20;
Romans Road to Salvation–select verses from the book of Romans; 1 Corinthians 13.
Grade 4 – Genesis 1:1-5; Genesis 2:1-7; Psalm 46; Psalm 100; Proverbs 8:12-21;
Incarnation of Christ–John 1:1-5, 10-14; Ephesians 2:4-10; 1 Timothy 4:12-16.
Grade 5 – Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:14-15; Psalm 19; Psalm 37:23-31; Proverbs 16:1-9;
Colossians 3:12-17; Galatians 6:1-10.
Grade 6 – Psalm 40:1-8; Psalm 121; Luke 2:1-20; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Philippians 4:4-13;
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
Grade 7 – Psalm 32; Isaiah 11:1-10; Jeremiah 1:4-9; Romans 6:1-14; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;
1 John 1:5-10.
Grade 8 – Psalm 90:1-12; Proverbs 3:1-13; Isaiah 61:1-3; 1 Corinthians 9:19-27;
2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Philippians 3:7-14; James 1:2-8.
Grade 9 – Psalm 8; Psalm 37:1-11; Psalm 139:1-18; Isaiah 40:27-31; Philippians 2:5-11;
Hebrews 12:1-4; 1 Peter 5:1-11.
Grade 10 – Psalm 42; Psalm 127; Proverbs 1:1-7; Joel 2:28-32; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58;
2 Corinthians 5:1-11; 2 Timothy 4:1-8.
Grade 11 – Psalm 84; Isaiah 53; Malachi 3:8-12; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Colossians 2:8-14; James 1:21-27.
Grade 12 – Psalm 53:1-3; Psalm 103; Isaiah 55; Colossians 1:13-23; Revelation 20:11-15;
Revelation 21:1-8.
This printed text is from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (Crossway) available through Randall House. It
is the official text that will be used in competition. Some of the following passages use specific excerpts instead of
the complete passage. Any deviation from the official text or the excerpts listed below will result in a deduction by
the memorization judge on the judging form. In all recitations, the quizmaster will announce the title or passage to
be recited (bold print); there is no deduction if the contestant repeats the bold print title or omits it. Contestants
must recite the italicized references and titles.
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Grade 1
Books of the Bible (cite the testament before each section)
Old Testament
Genesis
1 Kings
Ecclesiastes
Exodus
2 Kings
Song of Solomon
Leviticus
1 Chronicles
Isaiah
Numbers
2 Chronicles
Jeremiah
Deuteronomy
Ezra
Lamentations
Joshua
Nehemiah
Ezekiel
Judges
Esther
Daniel
Ruth
Job
Hosea
1 Samuel
Psalms
Joel
2 Samuel
Proverbs
Amos
New Testament
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation

Psalm 23 (cite reference before and after the passage)
Psalm 23. The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me
beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Even though
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your
staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with
oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in
the house of the Lord forever. Psalm 23.
Model Prayer (cite reference before and after the passage; recite prayer only)
Matthew 6:9-13. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Matthew 6:9-13.
John 3:16-17 (cite reference before and after the passage)
John 3:16-17. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him. John 3:16-17.
Fruit of the Spirit (cite reference before and after the passage)
Galatians 5:22-23. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23.
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Grade 2
Old Testament Books
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel

1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos

New Testament Library (cite the testament and section before listing books)
New Testament
Books of Gospels
Books of Letters
2 Thessalonians
Matthew
1 Corinthians
1 Timothy
Mark
2 Corinthians
2 Timothy
Luke
Galatians
Titus
John
Ephesians
Philemon
Philippians
Hebrews
Book of History
Colossians
James
Acts
1 Thessalonians
1 Peter

Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Book of Prophecy
Revelation

Ten Commandments (cite reference before and after passage, recite only the excerpts listed)
Exodus 20:3-17
You shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not make for yourself a carved image.
You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet.
Exodus 20:3-17
Psalm 1 (cite reference before and after the passage)
Psalm 1. Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor
sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all
that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. Therefore the
wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for the Lord knows the
way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. Psalm 1.
Twelve Apostles (cite reference before and after the list; recite list of names only)
Luke 6:14-16. Simon whom He named Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas,
James the son of Alphaeus, Simon called the Zealot, Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot. Luke 6:14-16.
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(Grade 2)
Beatitudes (cite reference before and after the passage)
Matthew 5:3-12
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were
before you. Matthew 5:3-12.
Armor of God (cite reference before and after the passage)
Ephesians 6:13-17. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.
In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;
and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Ephesians 6:13-17.
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Grade 3
OT & NT Library (cite the testament and section title before listing the books)
Old Testament
Books of Law
Books of History
Books of Poetry
Genesis
Joshua
Job
Exodus
Judges
Psalms
Leviticus
Ruth
Proverbs
Numbers
1 Samuel
Ecclesiastes
Deuteronomy
2 Samuel
Song of Solomon
1 Kings
2 Kings
Books of Prophecy
1 Chronicles
Isaiah
2 Chronicles
Jeremiah
Ezra
Lamentations
Nehemiah
Ezekiel
Esther
Daniel
New Testament
Books of Gospels
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Book of History
Acts

Books of Letters
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians

2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter

Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Book of Prophecy
Revelation

Psalm 98 (cite reference before and after the passage)
Psalm 98. Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him. The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in
the sight of the nations. He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth
into joyous song and sing praises! Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody!
With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord! Let the sea roar, and all
that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it! Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together
before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples
with equity. Psalm 98.
The Great Commission (cite reference before and after the passage)
Matthew 28:18-20. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always,
to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20.

	
  
Romans Road to Salvation (only cite the reference before each verse, no penalty if cited twice)
Romans 3:23.
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Romans 6:23.
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 5:8.
But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 10:9.
Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Romans 10:10.
For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is
saved.
Romans 10:13.
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
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Grade 3
1 Corinthians 13 (cite reference before and after the passage)
1 Corinthians 13. If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up
my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast;
it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the
partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.
When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. So now faith, hope, and love abide,
these three; but the greatest of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13.
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Grade 4
Genesis 1:1-5 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Genesis 1:1-5. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void,
and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day. Genesis 1:1-5.
Genesis 2:1-7 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Genesis 2:1-7. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day
God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So
God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in
creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord
God made the earth and the heavens. When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the
field had yet sprung up for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the
ground, and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground then the Lord
God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man
became a living creature. Genesis 2:1-7.
Psalm 46 (cite reference before and after each passage)
(The expression “Selah” may be spoken or not. No deduction is counted either way.)
Psalm 46. God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the
earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah. There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when
morning dawns. The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah. Come, behold the works of the Lord, how he has brought
desolations on the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire. “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be
exalted in the earth!” The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah. Psalm 46.
Psalm 100 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Psalm 100. Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence
with singing! Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the
sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his
name! For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. Psalm 100.
Proverbs 8:12-21 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Proverbs 8:12-21. I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and I find knowledge and discretion. The fear of the Lord is
hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I hate. I have counsel and sound
wisdom; I have insight; I have strength. By me kings reign, and rulers decree what is just; by me princes rule,
and nobles, all who govern justly. I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me. Riches
and honor are with me, enduring wealth and righteousness. My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold, and my
yield than choice silver. I walk in the way of righteousness, in the paths of justice, granting an inheritance to
those who love me, and filling their treasuries. Proverbs 8:12-21.
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Grade 4
Incarnation of Christ (cite reference before and after each passage)
John 1:1-5, 10-14. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that
was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:1-5, 10-14.
Ephesians 2:4-10 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Ephesians 2:4-10. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ by grace you have been saved and raised us
up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:4-10.
1 Timothy 4:12-16 (cite reference before and after each passage)
1 Timothy 4:12-16. Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to
exhortation, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council
of elders laid their hands on you. Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your
progress. Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both
yourself and your hearers. 1 Timothy 4:12-16.
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Grade 5
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Deuteronomy 6:4-9. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall
be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a
sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of
your house and on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:4-9.
Joshua 24:14-15 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Joshua 24:14-15. Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods
that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is evil in your eyes to serve
the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord. Joshua 24:14-15.
Psalm 19 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Psalm 19. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours
out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not
heard. Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them he has set a
tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course
with joy. Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and there is nothing hidden
from its heat. The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise
the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and
righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and
drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults. Keep back your servant also from
presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great
transgression. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my rock and my redeemer. Psalm 19.
Psalm 37:23-31 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Psalm 37:23-31. The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he delights in his way; though he fall, he
shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord upholds his hand. I have been young, and now am old, yet I have not
seen the righteous forsaken or his children begging for bread. He is ever lending generously, and his children
become a blessing. Turn away from evil and do good; so shall you dwell forever. For the Lord loves justice; he
will not forsake his saints. They are preserved forever, but the children of the wicked shall be cut off. The
righteous shall inherit the land and dwell upon it forever. The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, and his
tongue speaks justice. The law of his God is in his heart; his steps do not slip. Psalm 37:23-31.
Proverbs 16:1-9 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Proverbs 16:1-9. The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from the Lord. All the
ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the spirit. Commit your work to the Lord, and your
plans will be established. The Lord has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble.
Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the Lord; be assured, he will not go unpunished. By
steadfast love and faithfulness iniquity is atoned for, and by the fear of the Lord one turns away from evil.
When a man's ways please the Lord, he makes even his enemies to be at peace with him. Better is a little with
righteousness than great revenues with injustice. The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his
steps. Proverbs 16:1-9.
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(Grade 5)
Galatians 6:1-10 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Galatians 6:1-10. Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in
a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let
each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. For
each will have to bear his own load. Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who
teaches. Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who
sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit
reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.
So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of
faith. Galatians 6:1-10.
Colossians 3:12-17 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Colossians 3:12-17. Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him. Colossians 3:12-17
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Grade 6
Psalm 40:1-8 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Psalm 40:1-8. I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry. He drew me up from the pit
of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. He put a new song in
my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. Blessed is the
man who makes the Lord his trust, who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie! You have
multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with you! I
will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told. In sacrifice and offering you have not
delighted, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. Then I
said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: I delight to do your will, O my God;
your law is within my heart.” Psalm 40:1-8.
Psalm 121 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Psalm 121. I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who
made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. Behold, he who
keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your
life. The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore. Psalm 121.
Luke 2:1-20 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Luke 2:1-20. In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own
town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn. And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up
all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. Luke 2:1-20.
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (cite reference before and after each passage)
2 Corinthians 5:17-21. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making
his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.
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Philippians 4:4-13 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Philippians 4:4-13. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there
is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. I rejoiced in
the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me,
but you had no opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I
am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I
have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who
strengthens me. Philippians 4:4-13
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (cite reference before and after each passage)
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from
the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have
fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
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Psalm 32 (cite reference before and after each passage)
(The expression “Selah” may be spoken or not. No deduction is counted either way.)
Psalm 32. Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against
whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. For when I kept silent, my bones wasted
away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried
up as by the heat of summer. Selah. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will
confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah. Therefore let everyone who
is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not
reach him. You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of
deliverance. Selah. I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye
upon you. Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will
not stay near you. Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the Lord.
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart! Psalm 32.
Isaiah 11:1-10 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Isaiah 11:1-10. There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the
Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness
he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his
waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down
with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's
den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of
him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. Isaiah 11:1-10.
Jeremiah 1:4-9 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Jeremiah 1:4-9. Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord
God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth.” 7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am
only a youth’; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do
not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the Lord.” Then the Lord put out his hand and
touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me, “Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. Jeremiah 1:4-9.
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Romans 6:1-14 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Romans 6:1-14. What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How
can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We
know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that
we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but
the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Do not present your
members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. Romans 6:1-14.
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (cite reference before and after each passage)
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11. Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have
anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, for
that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night
or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those who
sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be
sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not
destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we
are awake or asleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as
you are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11.
1 John 1:5-10 (cite reference before and after each passage)
1 John 1:5-10. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him Is
no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice
the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If
we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 1 John 1:5-10.
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Psalm 90:1-12 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Psalm 90:1-12. Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought
forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. You return man
to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!” For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is
past, or as a watch in the night. You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like grass that is
renewed in the morning: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. For we
are brought to an end by your anger; by your wrath we are dismayed. You have set our iniquities before you, our
secret sins in the light of your presence. For all our days pass away under your wrath; we bring our years to an end
like a sigh. The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is but toil and
trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. Who considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to
the fear of you? So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. Psalm 90:1-12.
Proverbs 3:1-13 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Proverbs 3:1-13. My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for length of
days and years of life and peace they will add to you. Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind
them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find favor and good success in the
sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord,
and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones. Honor the Lord with
your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats
will be bursting with wine. My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline or be weary of his reproof, for the Lord
reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights. Proverbs 3:1-13.
Isaiah 61:1-3 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Isaiah 61:1-3. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to
the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to
comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be
called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. Isaiah 61:1-3.
1 Corinthians 9:19-27 (cite reference before and after each passage)
1 Corinthians 9:19-27. For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more
of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the
law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. To those outside the law I
became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win
those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all
people, that by all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in
its blessings. Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you
may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we
an imperishable. So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my body and
keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. 1 Corinthians 9:19-27.
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2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (cite reference before and after each passage)
2 Corinthians 6:14-18. Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness
with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what
portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are
the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them,
says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall
be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.” 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
Philippians 3:7-14 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Philippians 3:7-14. But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything
as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss
of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and
may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the
resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own.
But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:7-14.
James 1:2-8 (cite reference before and after each passage)
James 1:2-8. Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing
of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without
reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a
wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive
anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. James 1:2-8.
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Psalm 8 (cite the reference before and after each passage)
Psalm 8. O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the
heavens. Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength because of your foes, to still the
enemy and the avenger. When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which
you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? Yet
you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. You have
given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths
of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! Psalm 8.
Psalm 37:1-11
Psalm 37:1-11. Fret not yourself because of evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers! For they will soon fade
like the grass and wither like the green herb. Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend
faithfulness. Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to
the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the
noonday. Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his
way, over the man who carries out evil devices! Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! Fret not yourself; it
tends only to evil. For the evildoers shall be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land. In
just a little while, the wicked will be no more; though you look carefully at his place, he will not be there. But
the meek shall inherit the land and delight themselves in abundant peace. Psalm 37:1-11
Psalm 139:1-18
Psalm 139:1-18. O Lord, you have searched me and known me! You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my
ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. You hem me in, behind and
before, and lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.
Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are
there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. If I say, “Surely the
darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,” even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is
bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you. For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in
my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul
knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in
the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them,
the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. How precious to me are your thoughts,
O God! How vast is the sum of them! If I would count them, they are more than the sand. I awake, and I am still
with you. Psalm 139:1-18
Isaiah 40:27-31
Isaiah 40:27-31. Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel ”My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right
is disregarded by my God”? Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives
power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. Even youths shall faint and be weary,
and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:27-31
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Philippians 2:5-11
Philippians 2:5-11. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father. Philippians 2:5-11
Hebrews 12:1-4
Hebrews 12:1-4. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from
sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against
sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. Hebrews 12:1-4
1 Peter 5:1-11
1 Peter 5:1-11. So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as
well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you,
exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but
eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to
the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but
gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper
time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him,
firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood
throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion
forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5:1-11
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Psalm 42:1-11
Psalm 42:1-11. As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God. When shall I come and appear before God? My tears have been my food day and night,
while they say to me all the day long, “Where is your God?” These things I remember, as I pour out my soul:
how I would go with the throng and lead them in procession to the house of God with glad shouts and songs of
praise, a multitude keeping festival. Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. My soul is cast down within me; therefore
I remember you from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount Mizar. Deep calls to deep at the roar of
your waterfalls; all your breakers and your waves have gone over me. By day the Lord commands his steadfast
love, and at night his song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life. I say to God, my rock: “Why have you
forgotten me? Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?” As with a deadly wound in my
bones, my adversaries taunt me, while they say to me all the day long, “Where is your God?” Why are you cast
down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my
salvation and my God. Psalm 42:1-11
Psalm 127:1-5
Psalm 127:1-5. Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over
the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the
bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep. Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit
of the womb a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one's youth. Blessed is the man
who fills his quiver with them! He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. Psalm
127:1-5
Proverbs 1:1-7
Proverbs 1:1-7. The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel: To know wisdom and instruction, to
understand words of insight, to receive instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity; to give
prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the
one who understands obtain guidance, to understand a proverb and a saying, the words of the wise and their
riddles. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. Proverbs 1:1-7
Joel 2:28-32
Joel 2:28-32. “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even
on the male and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit. “And I will show wonders in the
heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the
moon to blood, before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. And it shall come to pass that everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who
escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls. Joel 2:28-32
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1 Corinthians 15:51-58
1 Corinthians 15:51-58. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal
body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death,
where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the
law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your
labor is not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:51-58
2 Corinthians 5:1-11
2 Corinthians 5:1-11. For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our
heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, we
groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is
mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the
Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are
away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be
away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to
please him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due
for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil? Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade
others. But God knows what we are, and I hope it is known also to your conscience. 2 Corinthians 5:1-11
2 Timothy 4:1-8
2 Timothy 4:1-8. I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions,
and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded,
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already being poured out as a
drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
and I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
2 Timothy 4:1-8
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Psalm 84:1-12 (cite reference before and after each passage)
Psalm 84:1-12. How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of
the Lord; my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a
nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Blessed
are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise! Selah Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion. As they go through the Valley of Baca they make it a place of springs;
the early rain also covers it with pools. They go from strength to strength; each one appears before God in Zion.
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah Behold our shield, O God; look on the
face of your anointed! For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
the Lord bestows favor and honor. No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly. O Lord of
hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you! Psalm 84:1-12

Isaiah 53:1-12
Isaiah 53:1-12. Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or
majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised,
and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity
of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. By oppression and
judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the
living, stricken for the transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich
man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of
the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his
offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his soul
he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted
righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall
divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. Isaiah 53:1-12
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Malachi 3:8-12
Malachi 3:8-12. Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your
tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the
full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord
of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no
more need. I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in
the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a
land of delight, says the Lord of hosts. Malachi 3:8-12
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
1 Corinthians 1:18-31. For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age?
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know
God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For consider your
calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are
not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because
of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Colossians 2:8-14
Colossians 2:8-14. See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole
fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In him
also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing
it to the cross. Colossians 2:8-14
James 1:21-27
James 1:21-27. Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the
implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his
natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one
who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who
acts, he will be blessed in his doing. If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives
his heart, this person's religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this:
to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. James 1:21-27
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Psalm 53:1-3
Psalm 53:1-3. The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity; there
is none who does good. God looks down from heaven on the children of man to see if there are any who
understand, who seek after God. They have all fallen away; together they have become corrupt; there is none
who does good, not even one. Psalm 53:1-3
Psalm 103:1-22
Psalm 103:1-22. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! Bless the Lord, O
my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who
redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so
that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not
deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above
the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does
he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows
compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. As for man, his
days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its
place knows it no more. But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear
him, and his righteousness to children's children, to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his
commandments. The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. Bless the
Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the voice of his word! Bless the Lord, all his
hosts, and his ministers, who do his will! Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion. Bless the
Lord, O my soul! Psalm 103:1-22
Isaiah 55
Isaiah 55. “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and
eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that which
is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and
delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make
with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. Behold, I made him a witness to the
peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a
nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for
he has glorified you. “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion
on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not
return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth
in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall
clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” Isaiah 55
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Colossians 1:13-23
Colossians 1:13-23. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he
is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of his cross. And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and
above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope
of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul,
became a minister. Colossians 1:13-23
Revelation 20:11-15
Revelation 20:11-15. Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth
and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were
judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who
were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them,
according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the
lake of fire. Revelation 20:11-15
Revelation 21:1-8
Revelation 21:1-8. Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will
be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he who
was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who
conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the
faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion
will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” Revelation 21:1-8
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